August, 2017
Dear Friends and Fellow Parishioners of the Church of Saint Cecilia,
2016-17 was a year of growth and financial recovery for the Church of Saint Cecilia.
Through the stringent efforts, dedication and responsible Stewardship of MANY in
our Parish Family, we ended the fiscal year with money in the Bank! This is a major
improvement from where we were at this time last year!
Our present healthier financial situation is due to a number of variables, including:
-

Vigilant review of expenses and creative measures to reduce them,
Staff willingness to take a reduction in salary and increase their personal contributions,
Parishioner response to ‘Saint Cecilia Sings!” request to increase financial contributions to the Parish,
A generous bequest from a deceased long-time Parishioner
Three major ‘End of calendar year’ contributions
Prayers offered by many for the well-being of our Parish!

This is all very good news! To those who did ‘what they were able’ to contribute to our improved financial
footing … Thank you for your responsible stewardship!
While we have no debt and can breathe a little easier for the time being, we are certainly NOT out of the woods.
In February 2017, we contracted with a firm to perform an all-inclusive evaluation of our buildings, systems
(electrical, plumbing, etc.) and grounds. The preliminary report is in, and while nothing needing immediate
remediation was identified, the report on nearly every item evaluated included the cautionary recommendation
stating “… has reached the end of its life expectancy.” In addition, numerous environmental and ADA compliance
issues were noted.
Once the final report is compiled we will have a prioritized list along with projected timelines for addressing the
repairs, replacements or upgrades necessary. Ah! The joys of aging systems and buildings! You will be made
aware of these findings and invited to participate in addressing them.
For now, we hope you will continue to support the requests made through our gifting and stewardship initiative
“St. Cecilia Sings.” Year I focused on your financial offering to projects or ministries important to you. This is
ongoing, so if something is dear to your heart – support it!
Year II of “St. Cecilia Sings” focused on increasing our only source of Regular Income – your Sunday/Holy Day
Contributions. Fifty-four households or individuals (about 18% of our active households) increased their regular
offertory contributions either through continued use of the envelope system or by signing up for On-Line Giving.
Thank you!
Our biggest income challenge remains inconsistent giving. We will be highlighting the advantages of on-line
giving for both you and the Parish over the next few weeks AND set up stations in the Church to help get you
signed up and started.
As I have and will continue to state…
NO ONE is expected to do more than they are able,
BUT EVERYONE is responsible for doing what they can!
We will provide more information to help you discern what you can do for your Parish in the near future. For
now, please prayerfully discern if it is possible to increase your regular offertory.
Thank you for all you are and all you do for the Church of St. Cecilia,

